School life in Germany
Group report // answers to the questions (class 7)
1. How much time do you spend at school in a day?
We go to school from Monday to Friday and have between 6 and 9 lessons (45 minutes each) 

a day. In addition we spend between 10 and 50 minutes to get to school by bike or public transport  - and another 10-50 minutes to get home !

2. How much time do you spend in a day for studying, apart from school?
We are not expected to work at home after a day with 9 lessons, so studying at home can take place any time between Monday and Sunday. 

Each pupil has counted the average time spent on studying (between Monday and Sunday) and divided the result by five to give you our average for the five school days (Mon to Fri), 

(one and a half to two and a half hours a day, five times a week.
3. What are your most and least favourite lessons?
	lesson
	most favourite lesson for … pupils
	least favourite lesson for … pupils

	Art
	10
	1

	History
	8
	0

	Sport
	8
	0

	French
	7
	2

	Geography
	3
	1

	Music
	3
	4

	Physics
	2
	4

	Mathematics
	1
	8

	Religious education
	1
	10

	Biology
	0
	7

	German
	0
	3

	English
	0
	0


4+5. Are your lessons teacher centred or student centred? Which learning method help you to understand the lessons?

Counting our answers we found out that (in our opinion) 

between 5 and 10 lessons are teacher centred and 2-7 are student centred

and that 11 of us prefer visual learning to learning by hearing (2).

6. While you are doing your homework or projects what kind of sources do you use?

The sources we use vary according to whether we do homework or work on a project.

We use our school books for homework, for project work we use

the internet (13) , magazines and other books (9), school books (5) and encyclopedias (9).

7+8. Can you use the things that you’ve learnt at school in your daily life?   Do you think there are some unnecessary lessons in your curriculum?

Twelve of us think that we can use the things we learn at school in our daily life, one pupil disagrees.
We also think there are some unnecessary lessons in our curriculum 

(teacher’s comment: they are contradicting themselves !?), 

Religious Education for 9 pupils, Music for 6, Sport for 1 and Physics for 7 pupils.

9. What kind of support do you take for the lessons that you are unsuccessful?
If we need support to be more successful, we  
1. ask our parents

2. use extra books to learn

3. use special software to learn

4. spend money on private tuition       (= we try number 1, then number two, and so on, not all at once)

10. Do you think there must be extra lessons or activities in your school?

We don’t think we should have extra lessons (we have got enough, there would hardly be any time for more) and we are offered enough activities as well.
11. Do you really think that you get the right education for the branch you will choose in the future?

We cannot really answer this question , 

we do not know yet what we will do in the future and there might even be jobs 

that do not exist today. 

We want to learn as much as possible , so that all options are open to us 

and we have got a real choice.

12. Do you think you spend enough time for social activities at school?

Two of us say yes, six say no … but we admit that we are not sure what exactly  
is meant by "social activities"

13. What should be done at school to increase your success?
- Some say “School does enough”,

- others think that (some) teachers should answer our questions instead of telling us 

   everything again,
- we all agree that class sizes should be much smaller  ( we can see the difference, because in our 
   foreign languages we are a small group, because we are the only ones with French as their first   

  and English as their second foreign  language, in all other subjects we are sitting in a class of 30) and 

- that we should have more teachers.

  We are not taught all subjects we should be taught, because we don’t have enough teachers,

  And if a teacher is ill, there is nobody to teach us and we don’t have anything like the French
 “permanence”, a room with a teacher where you can work quietly during those lessons
- We also think that we should have social workers and/or psychologists, because there is only one    

  teacher who is an expert on all kinds of problems - one teacher for over 800 pupils.

- Except for one pupil we think that the possibility (offered twice a week at our school since the    

  middle of February)of doing homework/studying at school in a quiet room, with older pupils and a 
  teacher, might increase our success, too. 
14.   Do you think discipline has an important role for learning?

Yes    (13 out of 13 pupils)

15. When you compare your and your parents’ education system which one is more successful?

Seven pupils think that our present system is more successful, none of us considers our parents’ system  as more successful. 

We think that there are advantages as well as disadvantages in both systems. 
